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Movember 2, 2020

Carre Vicena Meadows
Agnculture Advizor 1o the Administrator
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Room 33120, WICWN
Washington, U - 20460 {ertified Mall

Diear Me, Meadows:

It was a plessure meeting vou and Susan Pack at the Florida citrus wmw*r meeting in
Frostprood a couple weeks ago. You may remember that [ spoke on behalf of Premier Clirus,
LLC, 8 commercial grower and its related companies that wgether operate as one of Flonida's
fargest citrus producers. Promier manages over 20.000 weres large citrus plantings in soven
counties as well as owning and operating one of Florida’s largest citrus packinghouses.

Fiest let me thank you for all the help you already provide the Florida citrus producers in
your capacity within the EPA. Given the difficulties we've had with and the eanker epidemic and
now greening HLB disease, as well as the recent hurricanes Matthew and Irma, 05 not a stretch
to say that without your help and the Federal governments help, all of us Florida citrus growers
would be in a significantly worse place.

To that point, 1 would like to refterate some of the points we made in Frostproof, and
¥ we again need your help.

My company and our indzmw wianl 0 do everything we can to help the regis wrant
Aglogic with their product 136G “Aldicarb™ through the EPA re-registration process in time for
> for the next citrus crop ovele, i"mps,fum by January 1, 20210 As vou know, the only propos ed
aliwable penods for appi ation are in the first quarter of the calendar year, so missing that
deadling would foree us to wait another full vear for the chance to use the product

A

The simple reason for our request is that this product Aldicarb had a long history as the
most useful registered agrichemical the Florida citrus growers ever had with respect 1o improved
vzd ip“{}dumx’zfsf} Prior 1o ws voluntary withdrawal by the then registrant Baver in 2010,
Al "b was one of the most tusted and predictive-results compounds used by Florida growers
is) merease viclds,

My gu‘:rannai gxperience in crop management wm all the way back w 1980 when | ﬁr%i‘
became actively involved and responsible for the selection and use of citrus pesticides. Sinec
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Aldicarh fivsl became avatlable in Flonda, we used the product on practically all our managed
acres at the labeled rate due to the easiest of all metrics in track: higher vields & higher carnings,

Idicarl was specifically labeled and effective for control of cenain insect, mite, and
ng mamde pests. However, beyond the controd of specific pests, growers bocame aware of us
unusual promotion of tmproved tree health and productivity beyend what one would expect from
just the control of those specific pests. Most of Flonda's crop managers came to accept this
gffect as a "POR effect” {(plant growth response) which provided a direct correlation of Aldicarh
use. and_improved heslth and yield, The vield improvements were easily ahczewed mcluding
significant documentation by vesearchers, and of course direetly drove improved revenues, well
beyvond the cost of the maﬂemi Aldicarb was one i not the most dearly cost-effective girus
posticides we've ever had in Florida citrus,

tmproved vields wert most often a vosult of wproved size, which always carries a
prmium in the fresh frult business, That size bmprovement as well as overall blemish contrel
was casily noticed in the packinghouse and drove more favorable size and quality packages,
again driving up revenues for fresh fruit sy well s juice fruit,

In i‘ac:t_, the product was so important to owr annual production plan that actively
participating in complying with the Stewardship program was a high company priovity 1o msure
that by our safe use we could help the registrant keep the product available out into the future. It
was a major disappoiniment when Bayer voluntarily pulled the label in 2010, and wo believe
s:imngﬁ}\ that #ts discontinued use and loss of the PGR and sther effects coungided and contributed
to_both our company and the Florida industry vield decling as the additional pressure of ACP and
HLB expanded and has comributed W this day,

Agai :A,. w might ask, given the full range of support you have provided relative 1o all the
HIB discase assistance. does this request for help with a specific compound deserve special
attention? Th swer 15 “Yex”

Drespiie ti" ¢ industry spending over S200mm of #s own funds through the CREE (1 was
President oy tis B ai nine years of its existence) to resvarch and determing practices 1 control or
SUDPTess Clrus iéi 3, and despite feamning a lot about the discase and the infecting psyllid insext
veetor, there is very little i any practical outputs from the research to date thay the growers can
actually_use to suppress svinploms and improve vields, The most dominant recommendation
now {rom the Foundation or even the University of Florida's IFAS extension 1w 1o “do the
common practices better” and improve your chances of “higher productivity” within the static
condition of the presence of HLB everywhere,

{n other words, use whatever tools we have to hmit tree stress and improve pr’udmmz{“
- that is practically all we have after ten years of considerable and high-guality research. It 18 not
a knock on tha*: researchers or the funding, but move a veflection of the difficulty of sobving u very
complex disease on a perineal tree crop.

I

%

S ves, this compound - Aldicarb - has the history (and the data and the grower use
endorsement) of improved yiekd productivity that rises to the only real recommendation for
combating HLB we have until some aliernative emerges. Aldicarb will belp tmprove our
productivity and with it our revenues o keep us in business,
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Aldicarh 15 2 real and available compound with a long and real history of improving tree
health, the most eritical recommendation that wo have for withstanding HLE untl some other
“therapy” arrives. The industry is now waiting on some blopesticide therapy 1o arrive, but from
our perspective and likely yours, that is several seasons away. We desperately need help now,

Thank you for considering our request for vour assistance within the EFA for oblaining
an expedited review of Aldicarh re-registration for Florida citms which should allow use the use

of thus valuable compound for the next crop season.

And thanks again for vour continuing support of the Florida citrus growers.

P
AP P

Walter T, Jerking, Jr.

President, Premier Citres, LLO

H25 66th Ave BW, 32968

Vero Beach, Florida

Phe 772-460-1549, Mobile: 772-473-8754
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et Re-regastration of Aldicarb for citrus in Florida ender the nume of AG Logic
Drear M, Meadows:
As one of the many growers who were present st the Frostproof meeting last week (:(m(::et'ﬂinf_f e re-rogisiration of Aldicarh

ot oltrus, | want to express my appreciation for vour attendance and sing v during the mecting. It was rewarding as »
grower 1o believe that this terfic product might once again become available 1o our industry!

fam writing this letter wru'mm!\ 10 encourage the swift approval of this product, and to emphatically underscore the sincerity
of iy eonviction that the re-registration of this product alone will have a sienificant positive impact on oue Industry, probably
moreso than anything else that has come across the horizon in the past 10 v

another, Cur pa : 54
sold under the ‘.vun .m ive in Eim immua mmi *«!dc nf our himnc«,ﬁ, and u»‘i;r‘ y 8 m,‘; W,(J, and hzwe
served as a past president of the Florida Production Manager’s Assuciation amongst other activities,

As we both koow, Aldicarb js a Lmaqm cheymical of the carbamate Bonily which was registored In 1979 under the brand name

“Temik” and which was used in the citros Industry with extraordinary success for 30 yvears before its valun fary remov ’%i from
the mmarket by Bayer in EGEO. Bayer's decision not to continue marketing Temik was a financial decision that came g
disappointorent to the citrus industry, but It wasn’t the first time and probably not the fast lime the industry hay been 8 pawn
to greater agriculivre. Be that as i may, currently the new registrant has obiained a section 3 registration for Aldicarh in the
aame of Ag Logic for application on cotton and say in Florida and for cotton, soy, peanuts, sweet polaipes, sugar beets, and
dry beans elsewhere, Given the extraordimary saccess of the past stewardship pragram for Floride citros, and the p“(sdw:’s
snigquely effective attributes for the citrus production scheme in Florida, i would seem logical that approval for citrus
apphvation s an easy reach.

A
a rmyri

dicarb 15 unigue in that it is applied in the ground and chiseled in with dise blades, 1t has » fbomg windesw of efficacy-against
ad of mites and foliar feeding pests of citnes which explode during the spring as the new flush develops and bees arg
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ching the bees ar

these mites and other pests during the bee foraging tmeframe without impac

¢ 3 M\c the fudyvbug, enables th grower m avoud application of foliar pesticides during that critical

chow uhm appheation is dmwa;rumsf Aldica pcudarly hd; m in wmi ii%ﬁh%fu an integrmted pest ma rent

program because H s ot harmful o the beneficial iﬂ‘;izi:‘i"\' W hu,h g and Teeding pests of O Becanse of

these auributes | found that in Ume ,}mmih, reduced my foliay m.\m,ﬁda wsage in me: biocks where | applicd “Teank™, Owver
’ st the nematede complex and s g proven sad dyvnamic recoed of PGR

s s a fresh fruif grower, | eould ramble on and on ahout the vintoes of this

i iudc the pro diem of the ndusiry from whom vou heard sy wtial accolades the other day,

B, in the name of brevity fet me sign off with o final reguest o recommend approval of this inwedible product which is

surely needed o our Floride ¢iros industry today,

Yivpe impa

i

Thanks in advance for vou valuable time and consideration. My contact info is Bil Roe 863.287 8572

Highest Regards,
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